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DENERVATION
TERES MINOR

AXILARY NERVE

TERES MINOR

TERES MAJOR

LONG HEAD OF THE 
TRICEPS

ISOLATED DENERVATION 3 - 6,2% OF THE SHOULDER EXAMS

THE NERVE TO THE TERES MINOR RUNS FREE BETWEEN ITS 
ORIGIN FROM THE AXILARY NERVE TO THE TERES MINOR MUSCLE
(WHERE THE NERVE LIES IN A SUBFASCIAL POSITION) MAKING THE NERVE MORE VULNERABLE

TO STRESS AND COMPRESSION WHEN IT 
PASSES THE TERES MINOR FASCIAL SLING

BUT THERE ARE SOME ACCESSORY MOTOR NERVES THAT HAVE A STRAIGHT, 
EXTRA-FASCIAL COURSE ( this information will be valuable for the next slide...)

ACCESSORY MOTOR NERVES

PRIMARY (SUBFASCIAL) NERVE

FASCIAL SLING



AXILARY NERVE

TERES MINOR

TERES MINOR IS FORMED BY 2 COMPONENTS
(SUPERIOR AND INFERIOR)

DIFFERENT INERVATION AND FUNCTIONS

SUPERIOR BELLY IS INERVATED BY THE 
PRIMARY (SUBFASCIAL) NERVE

NEW NOMENCLATURE (BEST FITTED FOR MRI): 
MEDIAL-DORSAL (SUPERIOR)
LATERAL-VENTRAL (INFERIOR)

DENERVATION
TERES MINOR

MEDIAL-DORSAL COMPONENT
(SUPERIOR)

LATERAL-VENTRAL COMPONENT
(INFERIOR)

INFERIOR BELLY IS INERVATED BY THE 
ACCESSORY NERVES

78 SHOULDERS WITH ISOLATED TERES MINOR ATROPHY
41% COMPLETE INVOLVEMENT (32 OUT OF 78)
59% PARTIAL INVOLVEMENT (46 OUR OF 78)

82.6% - DORSOMEDIAL
17,4% LATEROVENTRAL

THIS PORTION FORMS THE TM TENDON AND 
INSERTS ON THE VERTICAL FACET
OF THE GREATER TUBEROSITY

THIS PORTION HAS A MUSCULAR INSERTION 
BELOW THE VERTICAR FACET, ON THE 
ANATOMICAL HUMERAL NECK 
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